
Noon Bible Study: Genesis 46 & 47
Genesis 46:1-7 - Israel (Jacob) Seeks The LORD

Though we probably look at the family’s move to Egypt as a no-brainer, this would have been a big step for Jacob as the 
patriarch and grandson of Abraham.  We haven’t specifically read about this in a few chapters, but the Abrahamic 
covenant looms large on Israel’s heart.  He has been called to sojourn in Canaan and waits for the fulfillment of God’s 
promises to Abraham. 

By way of refresher, these promises are summarized in Yahweh being their God, blessing them, giving them a land, and a 
large family (descendants).  Part of this promise was that Abrhaam and his descendants were to reside in the “promised” 
land while they waited on the LORD to permanently and eternally give it to them.

So while the offer sounds lovely, and he surely longs to see Joseph’s face, Israel is going to first check in with the 
LORD.  So Israel travels to Beersheba, a significant place in the history of the people of Abraham. (see Abraham’s time 
there in Genesis 21 and Isaac’s visit in Genesis 26).

Also, the family has a history with Egypt that is somewhat checkered.  Abraham had gone there during a famine and 
almost lost his wife Sarah to Pharaoh (Genesis 12:10-20).  And in Isaac’s lifetime, the LORD had specifically forbidden him 
to go to Egypt during a famine (Genesis 26:1-5).

So Israel wisely seeks the LORD’s direction and the LORD visits him in a dream.

Genesis 46:2-4 (NLT) - "Jacob! Jacob!" he called. "Here I am," Jacob replied. 3 "I am God, the God of your 
father," the voice said. "Do not be afraid to go down to Egypt, for there I will make your family into a great 
nation. 4 I will go with you down to Egypt, and I will bring you back again. You will die in Egypt, but Joseph 
will be with you to close your eyes."

So Israel/Jacob receives the LORD’s blessing on this move and Israel begins his journey towards the place that will be his 
last home.  The entire Abrahamic family and all of their belongings are moving to Egypt, with God’s blessing.

Genesis 46:8-27 - The Record Of The Family That Lived In Egypt

Abraham and Sarah had no children till they were 90 & 100 and now there are 70 direct descendants of Abraham that are 
traveling to Egypt.  God has blessed this family and begun to grow their line.  It is from this group that God will bless 
and multiply the people from a family to a tribe to a nation.
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Genesis 46:28-34 - Joseph Is Reunited With His Father

Judah goes ahead of the pack to connect with Joseph on where they will live. Upon this, Joseph himself rides to meet 
Jacob, his beloved father who he has not seen in probably 25 years.  Their reunion is sweet and emotional.  There is a 
closure and peace that fills their hearts and Israel confesses that he can now die, this time not because of grief, but 
because of joy.

Joseph wants his family to reside in Goshen, a part of the land of Egypt which would have been favorable to livestock.  
He instructs his family to tell Pharaoh that they are shepherds, which will help them clinch this area for their home and 
be confirmation that the family is peaceable towards Egypt.  It’s one thing to have visitors from other nations coming to 
buy grain, it’s another to have them move in the neighborhood.  The text tells us that Egyptians looked at shepherds as 
an abomination (46:34).  There isn’t much information as to why this is relevant, but perhaps Goshen was far enough 
away to keep the hated shepherds at a distance.

“Joseph is apparently trying to stress to Pharaoh that his family is self-sufficient, that they will not be a 
drain on the economy of Egypt. But they will need land for their animals and so Goshen, located on the edge of 
Egypt, would be a suitable place for them to live. The settled Egyptians were uneasy with nomadic people, but if 
Jacob and his family settled in Goshen they would represent no threat.” (NET Bible Note, Genesis 46:34)

Genesis 47:1-6 - Brothers Before Pharaoh

This was probably a big deal to have an audience before the Pharaoh.  5 of the brothers join Joseph and receive a warm 
reception by the king.  Pharaoh is indebted to Joseph and unlike his cupbearer, has not forgotten that!  He even asks that 
if there are capable shepherds in the family, that he would love for them to care for his own royal livestock too!

Genesis 47:7-12 - Jacob Before Pharaoh

Pharaoh also welcomes Joseph’s father to the land and inquires about the quality of this life.  In a bittersweet reply, 
Jacob tells how he has lived long, but had much trouble.  He is 130 years old (Abraham lived to be 175 and Isaac 180).  
Jacob blesses Pharaoh and then leaves to settle in the given land.  This could be quickly dismissed as a common farewell 
greeting, but coming from the grandson of Abraham, to “bless” Pharaoh would have been more significant.  God’s favor 
(blessing) towards the family of Israel has flown through Egypt and Israel’s blessing of Pharaoh would have been notable 
- God promised to “bless those who bless you” and through Israel, God is blessing the nation.

Genesis 47:13-17 - The Famine Continues (Grain for livestock)

We are now getting a summary of the years that followed after Israel had settled in Goshen.  Remember Joseph had filled 
storehouses during the 7 years of abundance.  We saw how in the first two years of the severe famine, Egyptians and 
outsiders alike came to Joseph to buy grain.  Now the famine has continued and the people buying the grain (including 
Egyptians themselves) have no more money.  Instead of money Joseph accepts livestock in exchange for grain.  The people 
need to eat, so they give their livestock as payment.  Through this, Joseph is accumulating goods for the house of 
Pharaoh.
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Remember, this isn’t a democracy or republic - it’s a theocracy with the god of Pharaoh ruling.  He’s hasn’t been elected 
to care for his citizens, he’s a “son of the gods” (eventually a god himself) who does whatever he pleases.  So if his own 
“citizens” want food or grain, even grain that may have been harvested from their own fields, they will buy it from him.

Genesis 47:18-26 - The Famine Continues (Grain for land)

Another year passes and the people pay for their grain with their land and their own bodies (servitude).  Through this 
process, Joseph buys “all the land of Egypt for Pharaoh” (Genesis 47:20).  Joseph gives them grain and also seed to plant 
new crops - but the land they will plant in now belongs to Pharaoh.  As a result, one-fifth of whatever is grown will 
be given to Pharaoh, the rest will be kept by the people.  In a way, that’s not a bad exchange for the people, all things 
considered in the situation.  But it will also mean an ongoing source for wealth for the nation.

We probably don’t realize this, but the Egypt we often think about in Scripture - the powerful and wealthy nation that 
ruled the world for a time - is not the Egypt that Joseph was sold into as a slave years ago.  However, it will become 
this world power because of Joseph! The resources they are collecting, the lands they are amassing and the building 
projects that will be undertaken will happen during and certainly because of Joseph’s rule.

So all of the money that is collected, all of the livestock that is accumulated and all of the land that is absorbed into 
Egypt is because of Joseph - and ultimately will leave with the people of Israel, albeit hundreds of years from now, when 
Moses leads the nation back to the land of Canaan (see Exodus).  Isn’t it amazing to see how God works in mysterious 
ways?!

Genesis 47:27-31 - Jacob’s Final Days & Final Words Begin

Jacob will live in Egypt for another 17 years (he will die at 147).  During this time, God is blessing his people and giving 
them peace and rest in Goshen.  As his days are drawing to an end, he asks that his son Joseph be sure to bury him in the 
place that his fathers are buried.  (The “place your hand under my thigh” act was a symbolic act of covenant making.) 
Joseph swears that this will be done.

Even as his life comes to a close, Jacob’s mind is on the Covenant and Promise.  He knows that the word God has spoken to 
this family does not find its fulfillment in Egypt.  There is more to the story that still is to come (resurrection 
anyone?!).

And then as Joseph swears, the aged Jacob climbs out of his bed and bows.  Surely this bowing was in reverence to the 
LORD and his faithfulness - but, in these final days of Jacob’s life, he also is bowing in Joseph’s presence - a fulfillment 
of Joseph’s own dreams as a young boy (Genesis 37:9-11).

If you remember, Joseph didn’t just dream that his brothers would bow (as they did when they first approached him for grain), 
but that his father/mother would too (represented by the sun and moon joining the stars in worship).  And now it is done.

Every word of God is tested and faithful - to the smallest detail and word.  You may have even forgotten that this was 
part of the dream Joseph had - after all that has transpired with Joseph’s brothers bowing, reunions happening and God’s 
blessing being poured out on the family, even this small detail that God spoke comes to pass too!
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This is all a great reminder of God’s faithfulness and the fullness of which His plans encompass.  We would likely be happy with 
all that we’ve read so far that has come together for Joseph personally and the family of Abraham generally - but even this 
final request of Israel to be buried in the land of Canaan reminds us that God’s plan for his people isn’t just about what happens 
in this life and in this age.  There is more to the story that we must hold on to and remember, even when the part of the story we 
are reading doesn’t mention all the details.

Like I said, we haven’t read much about the blessing or covenant of Abraham in a while - but it’s just as true and enduring.  We 
may be content with the heros of our story seems to be set up to “live happily ever after…” but their happy ending has little to 
do with Goshen.  And at least Joseph and Jacob remember that and in turn, are reminding each other.

Our lives can never be content with the way things work out this side of the resurrection.  And yet that can be a temptation for 
us, especially in prosperous countries like the United States.  We can set our hope in how things turn out for us in the end - 
retirement, family size, mortgage paid off, vacations, health, getting the proverbial “gold watch” when we leave the 
company...etc.  But that would be kind of silly when the 80 or 180 years we have on this earth are not really about how things 
end here but how they end when the new heavens and earth begin?

So we enjoy this life and rehearse all that we have to be thankful for day by day.  But don’t settle for having a happy ending 
here.  Keep your eyes on what is to come and what God has promised.  Check in with the LORD from time to time to assess, like 
Jacob did if you should go this way or that.  Ask Him to help you live for what really matters.  Remember what the LORD said to 
faithful Jacob when he ask for the same:

"I am God, the God of your father," the voice said. "Do not be afraid to go down to Egypt, for there I will make your 
family into a great nation. 4 I will go with you down to Egypt, and I will bring you back again. You will die in Egypt, 
but Joseph will be with you to close your eyes." (Genesis 46:3-4, NLT)

So we live in “Egypt” for a season.  Maybe our lives here will be great and abundant, maybe it will be difficult and famine-
like.  But the key truth to remember in this life of sojourning here is “I will bring you back again…” not to this promised land, 
temporary Canaan, but to his promised land, His everlasting kingdom.
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